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-^1  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Cottingham  Urban  District, 

for  the  year  1915. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Cottingham  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  to  report  that  during  the  year  1915  the  number 
of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  48.  There  were  two  non- 
residents to  be  deducted,  making  46,  and  5 residents  who  died 
in  institutions  away  to  be  added,  making  the  number  51. 

The  estimated  civil  population  of  the  Cottingham  Urban 
District  being  4815,  the  death  rate  will  be  10*5. 

The  following  were  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  took 


place  : — 

Under  one  year 

One  year  and  under  five 

Five  years  and  under  fifteen 

Fifteen  years  and  under  twenty-five 

Twent}'-five  years  and  under  sixty-five 

Sixty-five  years  and  over  ... 

The  two  outward  cases  were  : 

A female,  aged  27,  suicide 
A female,  aged  23,  tuberculosis 


0 

1 

1 

1 

15 

30 

48 

2 


The  inward  cases  were  ; 

2 died  in  the  East  Riding  Asylum 
2 ,,  ,,  Hull  Royal  Infirmary' 

1 ,,  ,,  Sanatorium,  Hull 


46 


5 


51 


2 


The  causes  of  the  deaths  will  be  found  later  in  Table  iii. 

This  return  is  unique,  it  never  having  occurred  in  any 
previous  year  that  a child  under  one  year  has  not  died. 

There  were  97  births  registered  during  the  year,  53  boys 
and  44  girls,  the  number  of  illegitimate  children  being  4. 

The  average  births  per  1000  being  19*5. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  will  be  found 
in  Table  ii. 

/I  .—Natural  and  Social  Condition  of  the  District. 

1.  On  the  south  and  west  sides  of  the  village  the  soil  has  a 
substratum  of  gravel  and  sand.  On  the  north  and  east  it  is 
clay  with  rich  light  black  soil,  most  fertile  and  moist. 

2.  The  village  is  for  the  most  part  residential,  having  many 
good  houses  of  all  sizes,  with  good  drainage  and  excellent  water. 
The  village  is  only  four  miles  from  the  City  of  Kingston  upon 
Hull,  and  has  a good  train  service.  The  inhabitants  mostly  are 
market  gardeners  and  produce  enormous  quantities  of  fruit, 
vegetables  and  flowers  which  find  a market  in  many  of  the 
large  inland  towns. 

There  is  no  Poor-law  Hospital  nearer  than  the  Union 
Infirmary  situate  four  miles  away. 

5.— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply.—  This  is  very  good  and  plentiful,  the 
greater  part  of  the  village  being  supplied  from  the  City  of 
Kingston  upon  Hull  Waterworks,  situate  at  Cottingham.  There 
are  some  very  good  pumps  remaining  which  have  abundance  of 
good  water. 

There  has  not  been  any  case  of  lead  poisoning  from 
water  drinking. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  is  a beck  of  surface  water 
running  through  the  village.  The  water  does  get  polluted  but  is 
not  used  for  drinking  purposes.  In  the  hot  weather  the  beck  is 
often  dry. 
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Scavenging. — This  is  done  by  the  public  scavenger, 
once  a week.  The  refuse  is  taken  outside  the  village  and  deposited 
on  the  land,  to  be  ploughed  in  as  soon  as  required. 

Schools. — The  public  Elementary  School  is  under  the 
control  of  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council ; is  clean, 
well-ventilated  and  well-supplied  with  water  from  the  public 
service.  The  health  of  the  children  is  well  looked  after  by  the 
teachers.  Anything  of  a suspicious  character  is  at  once  notified 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

From  time  to  time,  the  School  Medical  Officer  examines 
the  children,  and  all  cases  for  treatment  are  referred  to  the 
xMedical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  school  register  is  626,  viz. 

Boys  ...  ...  235 

Girls  ...  ...  213 

Infants  ...  ...  178 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  requiring  the 
closing  of  the  school. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  greater  part  of  the 
village  is  well  drained  ; the  present  system  has  been  in  existence 
some  thirty-eight  years.  As  the  village  has  grown,  the  Council 
very  wisely  considered  that  the  present  sewer  be  re-constructed. 
The  work  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  to  the  extent  of  1130 
yards.  This  is  the  greatest  improvement  for  many  years. 

Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

The  Local  Authority  have  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Kingston  upon  Hull  to  take 
any  cases  of  infectious  disease  that  may  occur,  on  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  there  were  four  cases  sent  to  the 
Sanatorium,  two  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  of  Diphtheria — one  of 
the  latter  proving  fatal. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Phthisis  notified,  one  of  which 
died,  and  the  other  has  recovered  so  as  to  be  able  to  do  light 
work.  ■ 
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On  September  1st,  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  came 
into  force. 

The  Midwives’  Act  of  1902  is  not  in  vogue  here. 

The  Notification  of  Measles  as  an  Infectious  Disease  is 
in  force  here. 

In  Dunswell,  where  the  drainage  is  far  from  good, 
there  were  two  deaths,  one  a case  of  pneumonia  and  one  of 
apoplexy. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  pumps,  the  quality 
being  good. 

The  inhabitants  are  mostly  of  the  agricultural  class  ; 
there  are  many  large  cowkeepers  and  farmers.  The  milk,  butter 
and  curd  mostly  goes  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Kingston 
upon  Hull. 

There  is  an  Elementary  School  under  the  control  of 
the  East  Riding  County  Council.  The  number  of  scholars  on 
the  Register  is  64,  viz.  : 

Boys  ...  ...  17 

Girls  ...  ...  18 

Infants  ...  ...  29 

The  school  is  kept  clean  and  is  well  ventilated,  is  under 
the  management  of  a Master  who  takes  great  interest  in  his 
work  and  the  care  of  the  children.  Any  signs  of  illness  he  at 
once  reports  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  is  a carpenter’s  shop  with  smithy  adjoining  ; the 
two  places  are  suitable  for  their  purpose. 


COTTINGHAM, 

May  6th,  1916. 


Yours  faithfully. 

Geo.  H.  Watson, 

M.O.H. 
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Details  of  Sanitary  Work  carried  out  during  1915. 


Dwellinghouses  inspected 

• • • 

• « • 

325 

,,  disinfected  after  cases  of  ordinary 

Infectious 

disease  ... 

• • • 

• . • 

13 

,,  disinfected  after  cases  of  Phthisis 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation 

• • » 

• • » 

none 

,,  found  overcrowded  ... 

« • » 

• • . 

1 

Dwellinghouse  yards  paved  ... 

• . . 

. • • 

32 

New  houses  built 

. • • 

none 

Number  of  notices  served  (formal  and  informal)  ... 

. • . 

• « • 

101 

,,  complied  with 

. • . 

• • • 

90 

Number  of  nuisances  found  ... 

• • . 

• • . 

228 

,,  abated  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

224 

Number  of  defective  privies  and  ashpits  remedied 

• • • 

. » . 

74 

New  ashpits  made 

» • • 

. • • 

none 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s  ... 

• • « 

• « • 

2 

,,  pail  closets 

. . • 

. . . 

11 

Ashpits  covered  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

none 

New  W.C.’s 

• • « 

« • 

none 

Number  of  defective  house  drains  found 

. • • 

16 

,,  drains  ti'apped  or  disconnected... 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

,,  new  drains  laid 

• • • 

• • . 

1 

,,  drains  relaid 

« • • 

• • • 

11 

,,  drains  better  ventilated  ... 

. . ♦ 

. . . 

none 

,,  cesspools  removed 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

New  cesspools  made  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Other  nuisances... 

• • » 

• • » 

84 

Water  Supplies — 

Houses  newly  supplied  from  water  mains 

. • . 

. . . 

10 

New  wells  made  ... 

• • . 

• • • 

none 

New  bore  wells  made 

• • • 

• • • 

none 

Wells  closed,  water  unsafe  ...  ...  ... 

• . • 

. . . 

1 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  examination 

• . • 

. • • 

1 

Water  certificates  granted  for  new  houses  in  Rural  Districts 

none 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

Number  on  register 

. . . 

59 

Visits  to  cowsheds) 

,,  dairies  | 

• • • 

Defects  found 

. . * 

22 

,,  remedied  ... 

. . • 

• . • 

16 

Slaughter  Houses — 

Number  on  register 

. . . 

• • • 

10 

Visits  to 

• . . 

• • • 

350 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 

Number  on  register 

. . . 

. . 

none 

Visits  to 

« . 

. . 

none 

Canal  Boats  inspected  ... 

. . . 

. . 

none 

6 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  Housing  (Inspection 
OF  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

(Article  5.) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under 
and  for  the  purpose  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  117 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  none 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  made  fit  for  habitation  without  * 

formal  representation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 

with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  none 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  the  defects  were  remedied 

without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  108 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making  of  Closing 

Orders  were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human  habitation  none 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed  by  owners  ...  ...  none 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  demolished  by  owners  ...  none 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist : Damp 

walls,  defective  roofs  and  spouting,  windows  the  top 
sash  of  which  does  not  open,  defective  and  unpaved 
yards,  and  defective  privy  receptacles. 


COTTINGHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  etc.  : City  of  Kingston  upon  Hull  Sanatorium. 
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Table  4.  Infantile  Mortality — During- 1915  there  were  no  deaths  in  this  District  of  children  under  1 year. 
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1— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  hy  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Particulars. 

1 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions. 

2 

Written 

Notices. 

3 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

4 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

4 

• » • 

• • • 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)... 

4 

... 

... 

Workplaces 

... 

... 

... 

Total  ... 

8 

... 

... 

2.— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Nil. 


3.— Homework. 


Nature  of  Work. 

1 

Lists  received  from  Employers 
sending  twice  in  the  year. 

Lists. 

2 

Outworkers. 

Con- 

tractors. 

3 

Work- 

men. 

4 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  &c. 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4.— Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s  131)  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

1 

Number 

2 

Shoeing  or  Blacksmith’s  Shops 

5 

Carpenter’s  Shops 

6 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

11 

Workshops  Not  Registered — Plumbers  2; 

Hairdressers  1 ; Butchers  4 ; 

Pork  Butchers  3 ; Fish  Shops  1 ; Fried  Fish  Shops  2 ; Drapers  4 ; 
Grocers  13  ; Tailors  2 ; Shoemakers  3. 


England  and  Wales — Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1915. 
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